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The First Quarterly MER SC Workshop in 2021 Held in Adama

The National Nutrition Program Monitoring
Evaluation and Research Steering Committee
(MER SC) was established to provide technical
support and direction to generate evidence,
monitor progress and inform timely decision
making for the successful implementation of
the National Nutrition Program (NNP). The
MER SC is chaired by the Ethiopian Public
Health Institute (EPHI) and includes members
from multiple sectors and various institutions
(including state and non-state actors, and aca-
demia).

The first quarterly meeting in 2021 of MER-SC
was held 30-31 March in Adama. It was orga-
nized with participants physically attending
(with necessary COVID-19 precautionary
measures) and in virtual format for those who
could not attend physically.

The meeting was opened by Dr. Masresha Tes-
sema, Acting Director of the Food Science and
Nutrition Research Directorate (FSNRD), who
reminded participants of the objectives of the
MER SC. He noted its role in identifying gaps
and opportunities to address nutrition prob-
lems, provide technical support to M&E of the
NNP, and, to ensure that research findings are
translated into practical interventions which
address program implementation bottlenecks.
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Dr. Masresha Tessema. Acting Director of FSNRD
The meeting was organized around key agenda
topics:

e The Ethiopian Food and Nutrition Strate-
gy overview and baseline survey status up-
date

e Update on the UN Food Systems Sum-
mit
o The EIAR research strategy

e Status of the Nutrition Information Sys-
tem project

e  Multisectoral scorecard implementation
level and six-month sectors perfor-
mance update

e NNP multisectoral coordination gov-
ernance: the way forward (group work)

e Egg powder: Consumer research find-
ings in Ethiopia

e National Nutrition Information Plat-
form (NIPN): Status update

e Nutrition Data Mapping for Ethiopia:
Assessment of the Availability and Ac-
cessibility of Nutrition-Related Data

Two general discussion sessions were facili-
tated to delve into challenges related to mul-
tisectoral coordination, the MER SC mem-
bers’ participation, and commitment, and
into proposals for improvement of the MER
SC functionality.

For instance, it was agreed that one or two
sectoral representatives be assigned to pat-
ticipate in the meetings (to ensure continuity
and institutional memotry), for the members
to revise the MER SC Terms of Reference,
and for it to embrace the important role of
universities.

The meeting was attended by 30 members
from different sectors working on nutrition.
The presentations of the meeting can be
accessed via the NIPN website.
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Message From The Coordinator

The New Year arrived and
NIPN was ready in the starting
blocks with a series of core ac-
tivities. The team completed the
2020 NIPN annual report
which was shared with donors
and key stakeholders. The 2021
annual planning was completed

4 with key interventions set for

Aregash Sammuel (PhD)
Deputy Director of FSINRD and
NIPN Coordinator

“NIPN E'thiopia’s
experiences were
picked up by other
countries who
expressed interest
to learn more from
us on a one-to-one
basis.”

the year. What a great start to a
new and productive year!

In 2020, NIPN established the
data repository on the Harvard
Dataverse (open source, free
online) platform. Through the
data repository, the NIPN will
share descriptive information
on existing datasets (including
study-level documentation or
metadata descriptions, data-level
documentation or codebooks,
and additional resources such as
the data collection tools ques-
tionnaires, reports, and related
publications). The NIPN data
repository can be accessed via
the NIPN website and is in-
tended for data users, policy-
makers, researchers, and nutti-
tion stakeholders. We invite you
to look at the NIPN repository
on our website !

Eatly this year, the NIPN com-
pleted the second round of poli-
cy questions to be answered in
2021. To respond to these ques-
tions the NIPN data analysis
team will conduct statistical
analysis, systematic reviews, and
meta-analysis of peer reviewed
documents, and will produce
research reports, research/
policy briefs, and manuscripts.

Communicating research find-
ings to policymakers and stake-
holders for program and policy
decision making, will be high on
our agenda. Please watch our
website, event invitations, and

email communications for the
latest updates!

The NIPN capacity strengthen-
ing activities will continue and
various trainings are planned to
address monitoring, evaluation,
research, communication, and
advocacy skill gaps. We intend
to engage and reach a wide
range of stakeholders for their
professional development and
skills upgrade.

NIPN also plans to continue its
policy and research outreach
events through webinars.
Through this large NIPN plat-
form, we endeavor to bridge the
gap between researchers, aca-
demics, and partners. This
year’s topics will be multisec-
toral, and we aim to tap into the
global and in-country momen-
tum around Food Systems
Transformation to make them
timely and interesting.

In March 2021, the global
NIPN held its annual global
gathering, in which all the
NIPN implementing countries
participated. This year, the
meeting was hosted virtually,
with several high-level speakers
from the SUN Movement, the
European Commission, and the
German Government in attend-
ance. NIPN countries spent
several days learning from each
other and shared tips and ideas
to improve the effectiveness of
the NIPN’s implementation.

NIPN Ethiopia’s experiences
were picked up by other coun-
tries who expressed interest to
learn more from us on a one-to-
one basis. We are glad to do
that, and we are ready to learn
from others.
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We received fantastic news in
this first quarter - the NIPN
will continue a second phase in
2022!

This second phase will last for
three years and will build on
existing investments, achieve-
ments, whilst driving for insti-
tutionalization and sustainabil-
ity. Pre-planning meetings were
held with the NIPN team, the
European Union, IFPRI and
GIZ, and NIPN Ethiopia
shared our preliminary ambi-
tions. The third quarter will see
the development of the new
NIPN 2.0 project.

Finally, the Ethiopian Public
Health Institute is planning to
conduct a baseline survey for
the Food and Nutrition Strategy
(FNS) this year. The NIPN
team has been involved in these
preparations and will also sup-
port finalizing of data collection
instruments, training of data
collectors, and data collection.

This is an enormous endeavor
for the country as this survey
brings together three separate
surveys into one (micronutrient
survey, food consumption sur-
vey, and coverage of nutrition-
sensitive and specific interven-
tions).

There is a lot to do to this year
and we look forward to your
sharp and fruitful engagement
as always!

Stay Safelll

Ist Quarter, March 2021 Page 2


https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/nipn

The New Lancet Series on “Maternal and Child Undernutrtion Progress” /%™ NiPN

Calls for a Renewed Commitment to Address the Unfinished Undernutrtion

Agenda

Contributed by Meron Girma (PhD)

’ National Information
Platforms for Nutrition

The launch of the first Lancet series
in 2008 brought nutrition to the cen-
ter of the global development agenda
and led to increased commitment and
investment to address malnutrition.

In 2013, the second Lancet series
identified ten evidence-based intet-
ventions that can be implemented to
reduce undernutrition. It also provid-
ed a framework that guided action
since its release. On March 7th, 2021,
the Lancet released the latest series on
"Maternal and Child Undernutrition
Progress". The authors concluded
“despite modest progress in some
areas, maternal and child undernutri-
tion remains a major global health
concern, particularly as recent gains
may be offset by the COVID-19 pan-
demic®. Findings from the series are

highlighted below.

Limited and uneven progress was
seen in the reduction of child un-
dernutrition. Stunting and wasting
remain public health problems in
low-income countries.

Globally the prevalence of stunting
declined from 33 % in 2000 to 23 %
in 2017. However, the decline was
limited in low-income countties.
Wasting has remained stable, reducing
from 10% in 2000 to 7.3% in 2017.

Additionally, 4-7% of children are
simultaneously affected by both
stunting and wasting, which is associ-
ated with a 4.8 times higher risk of
mortality. New evidence shows that
the peak incidence of stunting and
wasting occurs in the first six months
of life, emphasizing the need for con-
tinued emphasis on the first 1000
days. Limited data is available to track
progress in the reduction of low-birth
-weight.

However, existing evidence shows

that the decline in low-birth-weight is
slow. Although undernutrition among
women declined, it was coupled with an
increase in overweight and obesity. No
improvement was seen for anemia. Mi-
cronutrient deficiencies among children
continue to be of public health im-
portance.

Eleven evidence-based interventions
that can be used to address malnutri-
tion.

In 2013, the Lancet series identified ten
direct nutrition interventions. Since then,
more evidence has been generated to
support the implementation of these in-
terventions. The current series adds a
new intervention to the list - small-
quantity lipid-based nutrient supplemen-
tation (SQ-LNS) - to support optimal
child growth. Some adjustments made to
the previous ten interventions include a
stronger recommendation for prenatal
multiple micronutrient supplementation
instead of iron-folic acid supplementa-
tion alone and targeting micronutrient
supplementation to populations with low
dietary intakes.

A revised framework for action

The new series also proposes a revised
framework for action that emphasizes

the importance of multisectoral action
delivered within and outside the health
sector to address undernutrition.

The new framework categorizes nutrition
actions into direct and indirect health and
non-health sector interventions. The
framework also includes cross-cutting
strategies that emphasize data system
strengthening and monitoring and evalu-
ation for accountability.

A global call for action

Despite some progress, most countries
are not on track to meet the World
Health Assembly (WHA) targets.

Progress in the reduction of maternal
and child malnutrition requires both in-
direct and direct interventions. However,
the coverage of direct nutrition interven-
tions is variable and is inequitable. More
evidence has been generated since 2013
to support the impact of indirect nutri-
tion interventions on underlying deter-
minants of undernutrition.

To assess progress towards targets and
accountability to commitments, more
investment in data systems is needed.
Between 2015 and 2017, donor spending
in nutrition has increased. However, the
investment needed to reach global tar-
gets was not met. Additionally, domestic
spending in nutrition declined.

The series’ authors forwarded a call for
action focusing on:

e Accelerate financial commitments
(both from donors and govern-
ments) to undernutrition.

e Increase coverage of direct and indi-
rect interventions.

e The focus should be placed on im-
proving the quality of service deliv-
ery and addressing inequities.

o Identify and address immediate and

underlying determinants for action.

e TFoster and sustain an enabling polit-
ical and regulatory environment.

e Invest in monitoring and learning
systems at national and sub-national
levels.

Continue on Page 7

Mobilising evidence, data, and resources to achieve global mateg
child undemutrition targets and the Sustainable Developmens Goals
< agenda for action
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NIPN Ethiopia at Arba Minch /N‘ NiPN
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In February 2021, the NIPN team spent a few days in one of the greenest towns of Ethiopia; Arba Minch.

From 26-27 February 2021, Arba Minch University, to-
gether with Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI),
Traditional and Modern Medicine Research Directorate
(TMMRD), Addis Ababa University (AAU), and other

partners, organized a dissemination workshop called
“Multisectoral interdisciplinary research findings on
Moringa Stenopetala” at Arba Minch town.

The workshop was attended by over 200 participants

from EPHI and various Directorates (the Director Gen-

Visitors to the NIPN Booth in Arba Minch and NIPN material display (26-27
February 2021)

eral, Public Relations, Food Science and Nutrition Research Directorate, Public Health Emergency Management, clinical
chemistry, pathology laboratory, laboratory technologists to name but a few), from Arba Minch and Addis Ababa Universi-
ties, investigating team members, sectoral offices, community elders/leaders, and moringa cooperatives.

The NIPN team decided to use this workshop to promote the project to a wide range of stakeholders.

The team set up a booth and presented the NIPNs objectives, expected outcomes and key activities of the project. The
team distributed brochures and research abstracts on the areas of nutrition. The NIPN booth was visited by top EPHI
Managers and key researchers and approximately 200 participants. There was a lot of interest in NIPN and the team was

ready to provide the visitors with explanations.

EPHI to Conduct The National Food and Nutrition Survey in 2021

The Government of Ethiopia endorsed its first Food
and Nutrition Policy in 2018. Since then, the govern-
ment has been working to translate the policy into
action by developing a Food and Nutrition Strategy
(FNS). At the request of the implementing Ministries,
the Ethiopian Public Health Institute will conduct the
first-ever National Food and Nutrition Survey, which
will serve as baseline survey for the FNS.

The general objective of the survey is to produce in-
formation on anthropometric status, dietary intakes,
and micronutrient status of different population
groups in Ethiopia, and also assess the coverage of
nutrition-sensitive and nutrition-specific interven-
tions.

This survey is different from previous national nutri-
tion surveys as it combines the assessment of dietary
intakes with the determination of micronutrient sta-
tus/biomarkers and nutritional status in the same
study population. It will provide vital information on
nutritional indicators for adolescents and school-aged
children, which are often not included in other nation-
ally representative surveys.

The major components of the survey are nutritional
status (anthropometric measurements), nutrition-

specific and nutrition-sensitive indicators, micronutrient sta-
tus, dietaty assessment and soil elements. The survey will be
nationally and regionally representative. Urban and rural rep-
resentation also is ensured for the survey. A total of 639
Enumeration Areas (EAs) are included and overall, 16,596
households will be covered. The target groups in this study
are children under five years of age, school-age children (6-
12 years), women of reproductive age (15-49 years), and ado-
lescent girls.

Data collection is scheduled to take place from April 2021 -
September 2021. Survey tools are developed and translated
into five local languages. About 17 modules are prepared for
data collection. The questionnaire consists of household char-
acteristics, health background, anthropometry, laboratory
sample collection (blood, stool and urine), dietary intake, nu-
trition-sensitive and nutrition-specific intervention coverage
for the different age categories. Salt samples will be collected
from study households to determine the level of adequate
iodine. A one-day quantitative multiple-pass 24-hour recall,
with repeat recall for sub-samples, will be conducted to assess
dietary intakes. This survey will also assess the agricultural soil
nutrients contents from each EAs. Data will be collected us-
ing Open Data Kit. A 15-day training will be given for data
collectors and supervisors on the survey implementation.
(Continue on page 7)
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Experiences from an Ethiopian PhD Student in Oklahoma, USA
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Solomon Eshetu is a PhD fellow in a joint program between Addis Ababa University and Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. The NIPN Communications Officer had an interview with Solomon to learn about his experiences abroad. The

interview is captured below.

You are a PhD student funded by the NIPN project,
tell us what it feels like to be in the US as a stranger?

I am a beneficiary of the NIPN project’s capacity building
component in the dual degree program between Addis
Ababa University and Oklahoma State University.

Prior to going to the US, I travelled to different countries
in Asia, Europe, and West Africa, to attend trainings and
participate in meetings. My recent trip was different
though; it was the first time I travelled to the United States
and it was the first time I was away from my family and
country for such a long time. For me, the hardest part was
leaving my little daughter, who lit her first candle on her
first birthday on the same day I left. It was heart-breaking
for me to miss such an important family gathering.

After a very long flight, with a transit in Washington D.C.,,
I arrived in Edmond City, in Oklahoma State. This is
where I stayed for three months for short-term training. 1
receive a very warm welcome from Professor Barbara J.
Stocker. This calmed me a lot and gave me a feeling of
being in safe hands.

Were there challenging times during your stay in the
US? What did you miss the most from home?

In fact, the first two months were lonely even if my col-
league Yosef was with me. We were feeling like we were
the only black people in the whole white community of
Edmond city. Freezing weather and cooking were big
challenges, especially the lack of Injera. This was a big
miss for me throughout my stay, and I realized that I am
totally dependent on Injeral

How were the studies going since you atrived at the
onset of the COVID-19 crisis?

The 2020 spring classes began as in-person (physical) clas-
ses on January 13. This helped me to meet many people
from different countries. I had classmates from the US,
Nigeria, Brazil, India, and Spain. We did several course
assignments together in different small groups, which gave
me the opportunity to learn about their cultures, history,
languages, accents, etc. However, following the COVID-
19 lockdown early in March 2020, we were forced to stay
at home which was very depressing. I missed my lovely
family, Ethiopian social life, Injera, and was faced very bad
weather. The thought of staying at home for six months,
was awfull During these times, virtual classes for spring
and summer semester sessions continued. These were very
different from physical classes.

Ist Quarter, March 2021

However, we adjusted to
the new format, and ben-
efited from a lot of learn-
ing and from diverse ex-
periences.

In August 2020, the uni-
versity decided to start a
face-to-face class with the

necessary COVID-19
precautions.  Thousands
of US-based students

came back to the university, and things were looking
bright again. We applied social distancing, used facemasks
and hand sanitizer in each class; it became the “new not-
mal”. We were very happy to meet with classmates again,
and to enjoy the in-person classes and activities.

What is it like to study there? Is it different from
studying in Ethiopia?

For the PhD program in Oklahoma State University, a
student must enrol at least 45 credit hours for courses and
15 credit hours for dissertation. The University has a
weekly continuous assessment method for evaluation and
grading. All professors kept their course syllabus, and
while they may have different marking scales (out of 500
or 600 or 700), the grading system is fixed. This means
90% and above for an A grade, 80-89% for a B, 70-79%
for a C, 60-69% for a D, and below 60% for an F grade.
So, students must work very hard every week of the se-
mester to pass with good grades.

In my final week in the US, I had a qualifying exam which
would determine if I continued as a student in the course
or not. I prepared for the exam for more than two weeks.
It was really very stressful but, in the end, I successfully
passed! The next day, I took a COVID-19 test to travel
with Ethiopian airlines back to Ethiopia. I was fearful that
my travel would be cancelled if I tested COVID positive.
Fortunately, the test result was negative. I flew back to
Ethiopia on December 31, 2020 from Stillwater to Dallas,
then New York and finally to Addis Ababa.

In general, none of these challenges stopped me from
enjoying my travel and experiences. In fact, it gave me
extra strength and energy to work even harder.

I would like to extend my gratitude to the EU, EPHI and
the NIPN project for giving this opportunity to do my
PhD.
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The NIPN Data Repository N s o

One of the key outcomes of the NIPN is to establish a data repository that would be accessed by researchers,

program implementers and policymakers. In Ethiopia, there are several challenges with open access data, including poor data
use and demand for data, and insufficient data sharing across sectors. To address these challenges, the NIPN established a mul-
tisectoral nutrition data repository at EPHI.

To do data analysis, the data must be accessible. As such, the NIPN data repository is a central place where existing dataset de-
scriptions are placed to be accessible to researchers, nutrition stakeholders, and policymakers, and includes information on how
to access the actual datasets. For each existing dataset, a dataset description document (metadata), a codebook (or codebooks),
data collection instruments/questionnaires, and relevant published articles related to the datasets, will be included on the data
repository. This will allow data users to easily find and use the existing information to answer their own research questions. In
addition, archiving descriptive information about the datasets will help prevent duplication of research and will optimize the use
of existing resources.

Therefore, the main objectives of the data repository
are:

& (i 0 a Farvad et - @ *+ O @ =
Lo . HHARVARD
e To promote the use of existing data sets for nutri- ”/'";
tion research. | NiPN-EtHioria
Natisnal Infermation Platform for Nutrition

e To archive dataset information obtained from
different sectors, research institutions, and other

NNP II/FNP pattnets.

e To facilitate data users’ access to selected datasets
by including contact information on the reposito-
ry.

The NIPN data repository can be accessed via the
NIPN website. https://dataverse.harvard.edu

dataverse/nipn

no..:

One dataset description (including the metadata documentation, codebook, and questionnaire) is available on the NIPN web-
site. Metadata for two additional datasets will be loaded in April 2021. The NIPN team aims to upload metadata documentation

for a total of 10 datasets this year.

NIPN Documentation Outputs

Sustainability Plan: Safeguarding the sustainability of
NIPN guided strategic programmatic decisions in the few
years of implementation. In Ethiopia, the NIPN is largely
embedded within the National Nutrition Program (NNP)
II governance structure. In November 2018, the country
approved a new national Food and Nutrition Policy (FNP).
Since then, Ethiopia has worked to develop the Food and
Nutrition Strategy (FNS) to implement the Policy. The
FNS is expected to be approved and launched in 2021. The
implementation of the strategy may see some changes to
the national nutrition coordination structure. Until the op-
erational modalities of the FNS are clear, the NIPN contin-
ue playing an important role within the existing NNP 11
governance structure.

In 2021, the NIPN finalized its sustainability approach and
action plan. The sustainability plan covers various topics
including planning for the second phase of the NIPN, iden-
tifying additional resources to complement those received

from existing donors, as well as institutionalization of the
NIPN within EPHI.

Despite receiving the green light for the
& | second phase of the NIPN, sustainability

and institutionalization was and will re-
“x'-:»“:w-m'" main a top priotity for the NIPN in
Ethiopia. The team will also pursue mo-
e | bilizing additional resources to support
implementation in NIPN 2.0 and be-
= —=.ond.

Monitoring and Evaluation Plan: In the first quarter of
the year, the NIPN finalized its Monitoring and Evalua-
tion (M&LE) Plan. This plan forms part of the implemen-
tation and project management of the NIPN. It describes
the M&E approach and the system the NIPN employs to
measure its progress in reaching the NIPN’s indicators
and targets. Ultimately, it measures the NIPN’s contribu-
tion to the national effort of generating knowledge and
learning in nutrition for data driven decision making.

LoNiP-
QNN ey

Both these documents will be placed as resources for
NIPN stakeholders and other NIPN countties on the
NIPN website.
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NIPN WASH Policy Brief

In 2020, the NIPN team worked on secondary analysis
to respond to the policy question identified during the
policy question formulation (PQF) cycle in 2019, name-
ly: “Progress in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
coverage and its contributions to the reduction in stunt-
ing and diarrhea”. After having completed the analysis,
the scientific report writing, the NIPN team developed
a policy brief called “Progress in Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene Service Coverage in Ethiopia: What More Do
We Need to Do and Why?”.

The brief is aimed at policymakers and key partners,
including the private sector, and includes key findings
with recommendations for program and policy changes.
The policy brief has been shared with policymakers and
can be found on the NIPN website.

The National Food and Nutrition
Survey (Continued from Page 4)

So far we have obtained about 80% of the funds
required to conduct the survey. Partners funding
the survey include UNICEF, Global Alliance for
Improved Nutrition (GAIN), and Nutrition In-
ternational (NI). The protocol was submitted
and ethical approval obtained from EPHI’s Insti-
tutional Review Board.

The findings will be disseminated to FNS imple-
menting sectors through various conferences and
workshops and issue briefs/policy briefs will be
developed. The results of the survey will help
sectors to monitor their implementation and will
be used by policymakers to guide program imple-
mentation and policy direction.

LTNiPN
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In Summary:

Only 50% of rural and urban households in Ethiopia have
access to basic water services (i.e., water from an im-
proved source, with collection time not more than 30
minutes round trip), and 6% have access to basic sanita-
tion facilities (i.e., an improved facility that is not shared).

Also, one in three households still practice open defeca-
tion. Only 10% of households have access to a handwash-
ing facility with soap and water. Progress in WASH cover-
age was uneven across the country. For example, while
some regions have already achieved basic water service
coverage of 75% or more, in others, the proportion served
is as low as 32%. Wide dispatrities also exist between urban
and rural households (90% of urban households have ac-
cess to basic water services compared to only 40% of rural
households). The prevalence of diarrhea decreased from
24% to 12% whilst the prevalence of stunting decreased
from 58% to 38%. Reduction in open defecation contrib-
uted to 7% of the total decline in stunting and 5% of the
total decline in diarrhea in children aged 0-59 months.

To increase coverage of basic WASH services, additional
financial investment needs to be generated, for instance,
through taxes, tariffs (revenues from service users), and
transfers (foreign aid or loans). Increased engagement of
the private sector in WASH service delivery is also needed.
Triggering components of the Community-Led Total San-
itation and Hygiene (CLTSH) program should be rede-
signed to improve effectiveness in regions where open
defecation is still high. Implementation of hygiene inter-
ventions outlined in the CLTSH is currently low and
should be strengthened.

The New Lancet Series (Continued
from Page 3)
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The National Information Platform for Nutrition (NIPN) Online Global Gathering
2021 “Strengthening NIPN approach into the national multi-sectoral governance for
nutrition”

The NIPN Ethiopia team participated in the annual < = © @ ey * [IHieTe

online Global Gathering from 22-25 March 2021 \ A - .
which was organized b;orthe GIZ’s Communication for <JN]PN NIPN GIObaI Gathen“g 2021
Nutrition (C4N) program, (which serves as the sup- —_ 8th, 22nd to 25th M

port facility for the NIPN global initiative). This gath- O
ering brought together NIPN teams from all NIPN
implementing countries. The launch of the gathering
took place on the 18th of March with high-level key
note speakers: Marjeta Jager (Deputy Director Gen-
eral, Directorate-General for International Partner-
ships of the European Commission); Martin Hoppe
(Head of Division Food and Nutrition Security, Glob-
al Food Policy, Fisheries, German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development), and Gerda Verburg
(SUN Movement Coordinator and United Nations Assistant Secretary-General).

giz

The following week’s agenda were centered around country-level learning and experience sharing related to several key
topics, namely: NIPN’s outlook from NIPN 1.0 to NIPN 2.0; Linkages between National Action Plans and Strategies for
Nutrition and NIPN; Requirements and components for effective multisectoral multi-stakeholder coordination; Potential
role of NIPN in relation to the Monitoring and Evaluation of National Plans for Nutrition. The teams also learned from
other non-NIPN countries such as Tanzania. Each day started with a key note presentation on the topic of the day, fol-
lowed by group work and plenary feedback. Each day NIPN country teams had to submit their key takeaways for the
day. It was a wonderful learning moment and NIPN Ethiopia garnered interest from several NIPN countries with re-
quests for additional 1:1 learning. The event organizers developed an online portal where presentations and documenta-
tion were shared and through which the online workshops were held. What a great feat and congratulations to the organ-
izing team and country platforms !

For more information please see https: remc.org/NIPN-Gathering-2021

Contact Us:

J K Ethiopian Public Health Institute
Visit us on our Website Food Science and Nutrition Research Direc-

torate (FSNRD)

Website: www.nipn.ephi.gov.et
National Information Platform for Nutrition
We are on the social media too!! MIPN)

Facebook - National Information Platform Tel +251 11 275 6310

for Nutrition-NIPN Ethiopia
Email: ephi.nipn@gmail.com

Twitter:- @NiPN_Ethiopia
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